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LETTER 


10 A 


Gentleman in London 


FROM HIS 


Friend i inEdinburgh, 


OCCASION'D BY 


The Calumnies and Ground- 


leſs Aſperſions thrown upon the 
Revolution, and the Church of 
Scotland, lately printed in ſeve- 
ral LETTERS, 


| Relating to the CAS E of 


Mr. GREENSHIELDS: 


Particularly that Entitled 10 


The CASE of Mr. Greenſhields , 


fully ſtated and diſcuſſed, in a Letter 
from a Commoner of North: Britain to an 
"I Peer. 


LONDON: 


Printed for 4. Baldwin, at the Oxford- Arms, in 
| Warwick-Lane, (Price Iwo Pence.) 
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8 1 , 

N your laſt you tell me the Caſe of 
Mr. Greenſhield's is determin'd by the 
Houſe of Peers. The Informations 
you favour'd me with in that Affair, 

have eaſily led me to obſerve the artful 
management of the Party, who have ſup- 
ported that Incendiary , who, as it is well 
known here, was brought from Ireland to 
ſet 'up publickly the Engliſh Liturgy, with 
a Deſign to provoke a People who from 
the Reformation had always ſhewn an A- 
verſion to theſe Ceremonies : and I dare 
fay with no other View, but to raiſe Jea- 
louſies and Diforders in the Country, which 
they might improve to. the Diſadvantage 
of the Preſpyterian Church, and the Mem- 
bers of it. Had this been the firſt or the 
only Attempt of that Nature, how appa- 
rent ſoever it was, I ſhould have put a 
more favourable Conſtruction upon it: but 
it is not yet forgotten that in the begin- 
ning of tne Queens Reign, When that Par- 
A 2 ty 
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ty puih'd a Toleration, it was thought ex- 
pedient to ſend a Perſon of a wretched Cha- 
rater to preach at Glaſgow (where there 
1s but a ſmall number o ir Party) upon 
a goth of January, and ſome days before 
to give a general Notice of it to the Town, 
thereby to prepare the more unthinking ſort 
of People to give them diſturbance in their 
Meeting; which indeed took fo Well, 

that notwithſtanding the Endeavours of the 
Magiſtrates, and a Regiment then in Town 
to prevent it, they could not altogether pro- 
teck them from the Effects of the Tumult 
they wiſh'd for. But ſo far were they 
from being angry at the Mob, that they 
ſeem'd rather pleas d with what had hap- 
pen'd. This ſome of the chief Perſons of 
their Meeting expreſsd, by ſaying, They 
had got what they defr'd ; which ſoon 
after appear'd by their going for Edinburgh 


to improve this Diſorder and Inſult. for the 


Neceſſity of a legal Toleration in Scot- 
land. Likewiſe at the. Union I doubt not 
but you remember, how their Agents eve- 
ry where cndeavour'd to ſtir up the wea- 
ker ſort of Preſbyterians to Rebellion, by 
inſinuating the inevitable Danger and Ruin 
of the Church of Scotland from that Trea- 
ty, thereby to expoſe the whole to the 
Diſpleaſure of the Government. But what 


need I recount Inſtances, whoever Will take 
1 the 


_ ON | 
the Pains to refle& on the ſeveral Steps of 
their Conduct ſince the Revolution, will ea- 
ſily perceive it to have been their conſtant 
Practice firſt to tempt, and then to accuſe. 

cannot but take notice that a great 
deal has been printed by the Friends of 
the Appellant, whereas I have ſeen but 
one Paper in Defence of the Magiſtrates 
of Edinburgh: This, I think, may be im- 
puted to the active Endeavours of the one 
to inſinuate themſelves into the Favour of 
the Church of England; and the abſolute 
Security of the . other in the Juſtice of 
their Sentence, given by the Advice of the 
moſt learned Lawyers of our Country , 
and afterwards contirm'd by the Lords of 
the Seffion. | 

I ſhall not trouble you with a parti- 
cular Examination of the many Falfhoods 
in Fact, and the unfair Conſequences 
which lye ſcattered in theſe printed Ca- 
ſes for the Appellant, they are ſo obvious 
to every Body who knows any thing of 
the Carriage of the Church of Scotland 
ſince the Revolution, and of theſe who 
diſſent from her. Yet give me leave to 
take notice of the new Relation which 
the Appellant's Friends claim to the Church 
of England: This I muſt fay is a mo- 
dern Game of the Party, contriv'd with 

no other Deſign, but to amuſe that 
"4 Church 
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Church into 3 Intereſts, by a preter- 
ded Veneratien for her Ceremonies and 
Form of Worſhip: how probable this is, 
Will appear, if you conſider, that but a 
ſmall number of the Epiſcopals in Scor- 
land have hitherto introduced them into 
their Meeting-houſes; and that all the 
time Epiſcopal Government was eſtabliſh'd 
In Scotland, they never thought fit to 
uſe that (which they now call a decent) 
way of Service in their Churches: Yea, 
and that from the Revolution till of late 
the Church of England has had no better 
Quarter from that Party , than what they 
have been pleaſed to allow the Church 
of Scotland, Which is abundantly evident 
from the many ſcandalous Libels they 
have publiſhed theſe twenty years by-paſt. 
But what theſe new Converts hope for is 
plainly intimate to us, when they put the 
Church of England in mind, “* that the 
« Prefbyterians in Scotland and England 
% have been always zealous in ſuppor- 
« ting one another's Intereſts, and take 
notice * how dangerous the addition of 
“ Strength is Which the Preſbyterians in 
« England receive from the Power of their 
« Brethren in Scotland; and that the A- 
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« verſion of the former to the Church of 
bs © A argues a. moſt implacable Tem- 
per in them, and is a ſtrong and con- 
& vincing Argument that their Separation 
« from their Worſhip 1s grounded more 
* on Humour and Prejudice than any re- 
« al Scruple of Conſcience. It might have 
been expected that out of regard to their 
own Condition they ſhould have expreſs'd 
more Charity towards the Diflenters in 
England, and that their Author would 
have avoided an Imputation which with 
ſo much Juſtice may be turn'd upon the 
Epiſcopal Diſſenters in Scotland, whoſe 
Schiſm may be reaſonably preſum'd to 
be more Political than Religions, and more 
from a Tenderneſs of the Intereſt of the 
Pretender , than of Conſcience; If indeed 
Men be moral in their Converſation, and 
appear to regard Conſcience in the other 
Actions of their Lives, I ſhould be in- 
clin'd to believe their not conforming to 
an eſtabliſh'd Church, may proceed from 
Scruple of Conſcience, but where they 
take a liberty to be diſſolute and leud, 
and mock at Religion and Plety, I muſt 
neceſſarily conclude ſuch a Practice (how 
ſpecious ſoever is the Pretence) to be in- 
compatible with a tender Conſcience. 
What then ſhall 1 ſay of thoſe who 
brand any Religious Exerciſe or Trouble 
A 4 of 
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of Mind with the name of DiflraSSion , 


and who rather than conform to the 
Church of Scotland, would chuſe to con- 


form to that of Rome ? Surely I may be 


of Opinion their Conſciences are not re- 
ally ſcrupulous: How far theſe are appli- 


cable to the Epiſcopal Diſſenters in Scot- 
land, 1 appeal to the Obſervation of thoſe 


Who know them. 


Another thing they would have the 
World believe, is, + that they have been 
great Sufferers under Preſbytery ſince the 
'< Revolution, which they ſay had Con- 
« ſequences fatal to our Conſtitution both 
„in Church and State; their Miniſters 
« were turn'd out for .not praying for 
their late Majeſties King William and 
Queen Mary; and becauſe the judicial 
% way of Proceeding was not expeditious 


enough, the Rabble were let looſe and 


“ countenanc'd by the Men then in Power, 
and executed the moſt outragious Barbari- 
< ties upon all the Clergy of the Weſtern 
Parts, turning them and their Families out 
„ oftheir Houſes, beating and abuſing their 
« Perſons, yea, and putting even ſome to 
„Death, G. ſo that all the Confuſions 
« and Diſcontents which have been fince 
„in Scotland are chargeable upon the Preſ- 


— and. „ 
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e byterians, Who by their violent Pro- 
e ceedings againſt all theſe of the Epiſco- 
pal Communion, Laity as well as Cler- 
„ gy, have done all that lay in their 

„ Power to raiſe up Enemies to the pre- 
„ ſent Eſtabliſhment. . Were I not ſo well 
appriz'd of the Inclination and Temper of 
theſe Gentlemen, it would ſeem ſtrange to 
me they ſhould aver, that the late happy 
Revolution was of fatal Conſequence to 
our Conſtitution in Church or State. I 
am apt to think every Proteſtant will be 
of Opinion that we were happily deli- 
ver'd from a Set of Biſhops, whoſe Pra- 
ctice the moſt Credulous will not believe 
to have been Apoſtolical neither can I ſup- 
poſe they had any thing common but rhe 
Name, with the Proteſtant Biſhops in Eng- 
land, when they flaviſhly flatter d and ad- 
.dreſs'd a Prince who at the ſame time 
was {ſuſpending and impriſoning theſe very 
Men to whom their Party now would 
claim a Relation. Will any Man appre- 
hend they could be any thing leſs than Pa- 
piſts in Maſquerade, who 1o violently pro- 
moted the Slavery and Miſery of their 
Country, and adviſed ſuch Methods of per- 
ſecuting theſe who differ'd from them in 
Opinion, to which nothing was ever equal 
but the Spaniſh Inquiſition £ You cannot, 
Sir, have forgot that the Clergy in theſe 
| Times 
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times were the principal if not the only In- 
formers in the Porteous Rolls of the moſt 


bloody Councils, and that the inferiour 


Judges could never be at Reſt from proſecu- 
ting the Informations given by them. 


And what loſt we in the State but Ty- 
ranny, Arbitrary Power and Laws written 


in Blood, and muſt it not be ſurprizing to 


hear, that in ſo ſhort a time, the glorious 


EffeRs of that ſeaſonable Deliverance, ſhould 


with Impunity be attack'd, as an overtur- 
ning of our Conſtitution both in Church 


and State? Can there be a ſtronger Argu- 


ment to perſuade us of the fteady Devo- 


tion of that Party to the Intereſt of Sr. Ges- 


mains s Are Popery and Slavery ſuch eaſie 


Trifles, that it ſhall be eſteemed a Fault, 


yea and Perſecution, that thoſe who would 


not pray for our Deliverer from both, were 
turn'd out of their Churches? But is it to 


be imagined where ſuch Men will ſtop, 


Who dare fo publickly aſſert, that ſome of 


them were put to death ? It could not be 
thought ſtrange if a Populace ſhould have 


gone much greater Lengths than they did 


in gratifying their Reſentments upon a Ser 
of Men, who, inſtea@ of Shepherds, had 
been Wolves to their Flocks, eſpecially con- 
fidering, that the moſt of the Outrages were 
committed upon the Epiſcopal Clergy, when 
there was no ſettled Government to give 


a Check 


— 


— 


ent 
a Check to ſuch popular Licence: but af- 
ter all, I never could be inform'd that one 


of them loſt either Life or Limb in all 


that popular Rage, which their unparallell'd 


Cruelties had drawn upon themſelves. Nor 
did I ever hear that any one Perſon (of 
Clergy or Laity) of that Perſuaſion, was 
either impriſon d, or loſt one Shilling of 
his Eſtate, purely for diſſenting from the 
Church of Scotland, after the Government 
came to be ſettled ; and 1 challenge them to 
ſhew me one ſingle Inſtance: And yet, ſhall 
all the Diſcontent of an implacable Party 
be imputed to the violent Proceedings of 
the Preſbyterians ? no: However by this 
groundleſs Pretence, they would endeavour 
to palliate their Difaffedion to the Govern- 
ment of King William , and account for 
their readily {wearing to Her preſent Ma- 


jeſty Queen ANN E; 3 yet upon an Impar- 
tial Examination of their Conduct, in both 


theſe Reigns, it will appear plainly to have 
ariſen from other obvious Cauſes. Upon 
the whole, however Authors of theſe Pam- 
phlets by their dreadful Deſcriptions of the 
Perſecutions of the Epiſcopal Clergy of 
Scotland, may hope“ to impoſe upon ſuch 
as are not acquainted with the Springs 


and Cauſes of the Treatment they met 


With; yet all Perſons wha are tolerably 
well acquainted with the Hiſtory of th 
Barba- 
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Barbarities committed upon the Preſbyte- 
rians in Scotland, by the Inſtigation and 
Contrivance of that mercileſs Clergy, will 
rather be ſurpriz'd they did not tear them 
in Pieces. And this leads me to put you 
in mind of the unheard of Cruelties that 
were exerciſed upon the poor People for not 
conforming to their Epiſcopal Church, and 
for praying privately in their Houſes : How 
many, on this Account, were fin'd and put 
into Dungeons, of both Sexes, and of all A- 
ges, and Conditions: Women with Child 
tied to a Stake, within the Sea-Mark , till 
they were drown'd ? and how many other- 
wile put to Death 2 How were Dragoons, 
Highland-Hoſts and other Ruffians, ſent a- 
mong them, driving their Cattle and rob- 
bing them, at Diſcretion, all to provoke 
them to a Rebellion, that the Government 
might have a Handle againſt them, and 
have ſome Pretence for, their Darling, a 
ſtanding Army? How many hundreds af- 
ter their riſing in Arms, upon a ſimple 
Allegation of their being Actors or En- 
tertainers of the Rebels (tho' their near- 
eſt Relations) were baniſhed? How ma- 
ny ſhot to Death, without any Sentence, 
or having ſo much time given them as to 
pray to God before they died 2 Innumera- 
ble Inſtances of theſe can be given with 
unqueſtionable Evidence, fome of _ 
| all 
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ſhall be communicated to you in my next. 
I ſhall now only take notice of their In- 
ſolent and Malicious Treatment of the 
Church of Scotland: This indeed would 
incline me to believe they did not conſider 
it to be eſtabliſhed by Law; elſe why 
ſhould they tell us that“ the Indulgence 
« granted by King James, was improven 
« by us, in training up our Diſciples in 
« the Principles of Sedition and Rebel- 
C lion? How ſhould they offer to charge 
our Church with all the Diſcontents and 
Confuſion that have happened fince the Re- 
volution ? Is it not leſs amazing, that in 
the Printed Caſes of Scotch Elections, the 
Agents of ſome Gentlemen ſhould be di- 
rected Induſtriouſly to inſinuate it as a Me- 
rit in their Clients, that they are ſuppo- 
ſed Enemies of the Church of Scotland? 
Why ſhould they caſt Reflection and Scorn 
on her Miniſters, and ſcarce allow them 
the Name of Miniſters, but that of Preſ- 
byterian Teachers For my Part ] cannot 
divine what theſe Gentlemen intend by 
it: Can it be to perſuade a People that 
fit calmly under all theſe Inſults, that 
their Church is in Danger? Would they 
have us to believe that our happy Eſta- 
bliſhment is to be overturn d? Can they 
be ſo vain as to think, by theſe means, 

to raiſe Commotions in a Country that is 
in 


n perfect Quiet? Or would they excite 
a yak of the Government, in theſe 
who are at Peace, in the Poſſeſſion of 
their juſt Rights and Privileges ? If they 
have none of theſe Views, and deſign on- 
ly to declare their Enmity and Averſion to 
the Church of Scotland, they may fave 
themſelves the Trouble, we fhall readily 
own , and our Experience has taught us, 
they want not Inclination to deſtroy it, 
and every one of its Members; yea ſome 
of themſelves have told us, "that if e- 
ver they come to have Power, where 
they hang'd one Preſbyterian before „ They 
hall then hang twenty; and I'm ſorry I 
ſhould from ſo good Grounds, have Occa- 
ſion to believe, that ſuch is the implaca- 
ble Spirit of that Party, that nothing leſs 
than that Power, in all Probability, will 
ever ſatisfie them. But as the Eſtzbliſh- 
ment of our Church is an Eſſential Part of 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, | hope no Artifice 
or Infinuation of the Party hall ever be able 
to prevail againſt it. | 
As to the particular Caſe of Mr. Green- 
fſoields,, I preſume you do not expect I 
ſhould fay any thing, that Matter being de- 
termined in the H. of Peers; what ever be 
my Opinion I ſhall keep it to my ſelf, and 
then I'm ſure not to give offence ; this is 
indeed a Privilege which thoſe perilous Times 
| I have 
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I have mention'd did not allow to the Sub- 
jet; when the Archbiſhop of St. Andrews 
Was murder'd, there was ſo general an In- 
quiſition into the Sentiments of the Peo- 
le about it, that every Body (even to 
13 Girls) were call'd before a Magi- 
ſtrate to declare their Opinion, whether 
the Archbiſhop's Death was Murder or not, 
if they refuſed: to anſwer or anſwer'd in 
the negative, they were put into Priſon, 
and there kept at the Diſcretion of the 
Judge, but God be thank'd we live in bet- 
ter Times. | 


d . 


Jam, 
SIR, 


Tours. 
Edinburgh, 
Mar. 6. 1710-11. 
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